
 
 
 

COUNCIL MEETING – 4 DECEMBER 2014 
 
 
 
NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
  
 
 
MOTION 1: TACKLING TAX-DODGING BUSINESSES, LOCALLY AND GLOBALLY 
  
Proposer:  Cllr Andy Hull                         
Seconder:  Cllr Marian Spall 
 
This Council notes: 
 

• The contribution that Islington businesses make in our community by providing 
employment opportunities for residents of the borough. 

• That 13p in every £1 of the Council's funding comes from retained business rates paid 
by organisations that occupy premises in the borough. 

• That supporting local businesses is a priority for this Council administration. 
 

This Council further notes: 
 

• That a minority of businesses, and sometimes even charities, use complex techniques 
to avoid paying the business rates they would otherwise owe. 

• That tax avoidance, whether local, national or international, damages the ability of 
government at all levels to serve society through providing essential public services 
such as education, transport and health. 

 
This Council therefore resolves to: 
 

• Continue to pursue organisations to pay their fair share of business rates through 
every available means. 

• Continue to support local businesses and community and voluntary sector 
organisations through business rates relief, where appropriate. 

• Support Action Aid’s 'Towns Against Tax Dodging' campaign. 
• Call on the Government to close tax loopholes and shut down tax havens wherever 

they exist, to ensure that every business pays its fair share of tax. 



MOTION 2: FIRE CUTS MAKE ISLINGTON LESS SAFE 
 
Proposer:   Cllr Paul Convery   
Seconder:  Cllr Alice Donovan 
 
This Council notes –  
 

- In January 2013, the Full Council Meeting unanimously supported an all-party motion 
condemning the Conservative Mayor of London’s budget cuts to London’s fire service 
and the planned closure of Clerkenwell fire station.  
 

- In June 2013, Islington Council submitted a detailed response to the draft Fifth London 
Safety Plan, which argued that having fewer fire engines that take longer to reach 
incidents cannot be justified. 
 

- That a majority of members on the London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority 
(LFEPA) voted against the adoption of the Fifth London Safety Plan, but were legally 
directed to adopt the plan on the orders of the Mayor of London.  
 

- That Islington led a consortium of London Boroughs to mount a judicial review of the 
Mayor of London’s and LFEPA’s decisions in December 2013, but that this was 
unsuccessful. 

 
This Council further notes –  
 

- The latest data published by the LFEPA which shows that, in the 8 months following 
the fire station closures, response times for Islington have worsened across the 
borough and, for incidents requiring more than one appliance, response times have 
worsened in 15 out of 16 wards.  
 

- That although fire and emergency incidents have declined over the last decade, when 
incidents do occur, the distance required to reach those incidents does not diminish. 
The latest response times demonstrate that it now takes longer to reach incidents than 
before and that any delay in a fire engine reaching a serious incident puts lives at risk. 

 
This Council reiterates our belief that –  
 

- Islington remains a less safe borough following the closure of fire stations and 
reduction in fire engines (‘appliances’) serving Islington and adjoining Boroughs. 
 

- Clerkenwell Fire Station served a vital strategic role in central London, also in serving 
the south of our borough and Camden. 
 

- Kingsland Fire Station provided responsive and life-saving coverage to the east of our 
borough.  
 

This Council resolves to call on the Mayor of London and LFEPA to reconsider the reduction 
in fire engines and crews in the light of these worsening response times. 
 
 
 



MOTION 3: MOTION PROPOSING THAT ISLINGTON JOINS OTHER LABOUR COUNCILS 
CALLING FOR TFL TO EXPAND, STRENGTHEN AND BRING FORWARD THE 
INTRODUCTION OF THE PROPOSED ULTRA LOW EMISSION ZONE 
 
Proposer:   Cllr Caroline Russell   
 
Council notes that the Labour-controlled London boroughs of Camden, Hackney, Lambeth 
and Southwark are calling for the Mayor of London to dramatically expand the proposed Ultra 
Low Emission Zone (ULEZ), strengthen it and introduce it earlier than 2020. 
 
According to those councils, the current ULEZ proposals “do not go far enough in creating 
cleaner air and will not result in London avoiding heavy fines” from breaching EU air quality 
limits. 
 
The four councils have called for TfL to: 

• Strongly consider widening the zone and increasing it, incrementally tightening 
standards. 

• Clearly ring-fence funds collected for air quality improvement and sustainable transport 
uses. 

• Lay out a progressive charging structure, including higher levies against more polluting 
motors, in order to gradually phase out diesel engines. 

• Introduce a scrappage scheme in tandem with the roll-out of the zone. 
• Include exemptions of the ULEZ when it would cause genuine business hardship. 
• Strengthen the existing Low Emission Zone (LEZ) so that it applies to all vehicles by 

2025. 
• Provide further ULEZ options if necessary. 

 
This Council resolves to – 
Support these calls for the ULEZ to be expanded, strengthened and introduced earlier than 
2020. 
 
 
 


